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“Jesus Camp” directors
share Oscar advice

By Calista Condo
Photo Editor
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friend of the two directors
and employee of NFL films
called Eckhardt, chair and
professor of the Radio
Television and  Film
Department and told him of
their visit to the Broadway
Theater. Eckhardt then con-

children are interspersed
with the children’s thoughts
on what they are leaming,
the parents’ views of their
children, emotional prayer
and worship scenes, and a
radio host’s view of evan-

On Tuesday, Aprl 10,
Rowan University students
got a chance to rub shoul-
ders with two Oscar nomi-
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dents has been split into
three groups, each shooting
their own documentary;
“Tiny Dancer,” which is
about anorexia among bal-
let dancers, “Rink of Fire,”
focusing on a women’s
roller derby team based in
Philadelphia, and
“Blowing Smoke,” about
marijuana and addiction.
The students have about 90
percent of their documen-
taries shot, according to
Eckhardt, so having the
directors come on Tuesday
was good timing.

“This was a special
thing,” said Eckhardt. “They
(Ewing and Grady) had
tremendous  passion  for
what they do. That passion
definitely got over to the stu-
dents and they realized that
it was very important.”

After spending four
hours with Rowan students,
the directors went to the
Pitman Broadway Theater
to show their movie and
have a discussion with the
audience. Grady and

Grady visited Ned Eckhardt’s d
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The directors of “Jesus Camp” Heidi Ewing and Rachel
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discuss their films and offer feedback. The directors also
attended a showing of their film at the Broadway Theatre of
Pitman to field questions about the production.

Ewing, co-founders of a
New York-based produc-
tion company, Loki Films,
explained the creation of
“Jesus Camp” during the
discussion  with  the
Broadway theater audience.

“One film usually begets
another film,” explained
Ewing. The Boys of Baraka,
Grady and Ewing's first
documentary about 12-year-
old inner-city kids who ven-

ture to a boarding school,
had a boy in it that wanted to
be a preacher and would
give sermons. The two
women then proceeded to
research children of extreme
Christian faith and came
across Fischer’s Web site.

“We were intrigued by
her and her camp,” said
Ewing.

According to the direc-
tors, their largest challenge

was remaining fair in their
depiction of the children
and the evangelical faith,

“One move, one sound
bite could have tipped it one
way or the other,” said
Ewing.

“The unofficial litmus
test to whether you were
loyal to the truth and ethi-
cal in making a film is if
the subject is willing to do
another film,” said Grady.

They explained that
Fischer was very happy
with the movie and so were
the children’s parents. One
reason the two women felt
they had success in remain-
ing fair in their depiction
was because they had no

preconceived notions and
no expectations.

“We had very innocent
questions,” said Ewing.

Grady, who is Jewish,
and Ewing, who is Catholic,
said there was a learning
curve they had to go through
to get used to the charismat-
ic environment that they
were in for several months.
However, they always knew
that they were there to work
and their minds were on
camera angles and getting
the best footage.

“Later on when you
look at the footage, that’s
when you do the, “Wow!
What was going on
there?”” said Grady. “We

were aliens in their world.”

They also emphasized,
when asked about Fischer’s
motives, that Fischer was
sincere and a true believer in
her religion. She was not in
ministry for money but was
making a living through
spreading her message.

The session ended with
an audience member thank-
ing the directors for mak-
ing a balanced and fair film
about people with faith.

“That's our job,”
responded Ewing. “We are
story tellers. We are
allowed into  places
because we are a vehicle to
tell other people’s stories.”

Did you spot news?

If you see events on or around campus, or have an idea for a
story you would like to see The Whit investigate, we want to

Contact News Editor Carly Romalino with story submissions,
on-campus news, or story ideas at:
CaptainCarly @ gmail.com (856) 256-4888

know about it.
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